
CURRITUCK COUNTY                     

NORTH CAROLINA 

March 25, 2009 

 

The Board of Commissioners met at 1:00 p.m. with the Fire and EMS Board and 

Volunteer Fire Departments.  State Fire Official was also present. 

 

Chairman Etheridge opened the meeting and welcomed all the volunteers and members 

of the Fire and EMS advisory Board. 

 

David Messina, Chairman Fire and EMS Board, updated the Board on efforts to 

recruiting more volunteers.  Mr. Messina stated that they wanted to keep the volunteer 

system in place.  He further discussed the training and certification and other areas of 

improvements along with additional funding. 

 

Chairman Etheridge asked each Volunteer Department to comment on their department. 

 

Corolla Fire Chief stated that they were o.k. with staff and volunteers and they have a 

Mutual Aid Agreement with Duck. 

 

Moyock Fire Chief stated that they had approximately 60 members. 

 

Crawford Fire Chief stated that their volunteers were strong and requested to enlarge the 

Maple Station for Airport use. 

 

Lower Currituck Fire Chief stated that they have 3 stations and cover 32 miles.  He 

would like to request funding for a training tower and a burn building in the Grandy area.  

There call volume is going up. 

 

Knotts Island Fire Chief stated they have 25 members and are concerned with day-time 

response and paid staff during the day.  He also expressed concerns with the penny plan 

and cost of operating the new Station. 

 

Carova Beach Fire Chief stated they have 67 members.  They have a water supply 

problem they only have a 4,000 gallon tanker.  He also stated the need for a station in 

Swan Beach and full time EMS coverage.  There are problems with access area. 

 

Commissioner Nelms stated that the volunteer system is very strong in Currituck County 

and discussed joint purchases between departments. 
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Chairman Etheridge commended all the Departments for working together and doing 

more with less. 

 

Commissioner O’Neal asked if the Moyock Department could meet the requirements of 

their contract.  They stated they could about 85% of the time and expressed their need for 

more EMS Staff. 

 

The Board discussed consolidation of the mainland Fire Departments and if all volunteers 

count for the ISO rating. The Board of Commissioners also discussed how volunteers can 

improve without county involvement. 

 

Commissioner Nelms questioned if Moyock and Crawford could consolidate. 

 

Commissioner O’Neal requested that the Chiefs and Fire & EMS Board meet and bring 

back a recommendation to the Board. 

 

Dan Scanlon, County Manager, stated that the Volunteer Fire Departments need to 

balance budgets without increases.  The budget will not allow for enhancement, growth 

or more man-power.  The Departments will need to have a non-governmental solution. 

 

Mr. Messina questioned if Occupancy tax could be used for temporary funding. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned 

 

  

 




