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Currituck County – Airport Overlay District 
PB 11-06 

UDO AMENDMENT REQUEST 
 

An amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance Chapter 4: Overlay 
Districts to establish and Airport Overlay District. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Currituck, 
North Carolina that the Unified Development Ordinance of the County of 
Currituck be amended as follows: 
 
 
Item 1: That Chapter 4: Overlay Districts, Section 4.4 is amended by deleting the 
Residential Airpark Development Overlay provisions and adding the following 
language: 
 
Section 4.4  Airport Overlay (AO)  
 
4.4.1 Purpose  
The purpose of the Airport Overlay District is to protect and preserve the 
Currituck County Regional Airport and surrounding properties from incompatible 
land uses and to: 
 
A. Protect and promote the general health, safety, welfare, and economy of the 

airport area; 
 
B. Promote and encourage aviation related industries and compatible 

nonresidential uses to locate in close proximity to the airport; 
 
C. Protect the character and stability of existing land uses in the vicinity of the 

airport; 
 
D. Promote interconnectivity among parcels that encourages the use of 

multimodal transportation and creates an integrated transportation network; 
 
E. Preserve natural resources that may be affected by harmful land uses or 

airport operations;  
 
F. Promote sustainable development patterns that are consistent with the 

Maple-Barco Small Area Plan and Airport Layout Plan Update. 
 
4.4.2 Establishment and Applicability 
 
A. Development and use of properties within the Airport Overlay District shall 

be subject to the standards of this district.  In the case of conflict between 
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the standards of the Airport Overlay District and other standards of this 
Ordinance, the overlay standards shall control.  

  
B. The following map depicts the approximate location of the Airport Overlay 

District.  In the case of conflict between the map in this subsection and the 
Official Zoning Map, the Official Zoning Map shall control.  

 

 
 
4.4.3 Airport Compatible Use Zone Requirements 
In order to promote and encourage aviation related industries and compatible 
nonresidential uses to locate in close proximity to the airport, the Airport Overlay 
District is hereby further divided into compatible use zones as recommended by 
the Federal Aviation Administration and depicted on the Official Zoning Map.  
The zones and special requirements are hereby established as follows:   
 
A. Compatible Use Zone 1: Those areas located within the airport runway 

protection zone.   
 

1. Major subdivisions shall have a maximum gross density of .25 dwelling 
units per acre.  The maximum gross density may be increased to .5 
dwelling units per acre provided residential construction techniques are 
designed and certified by an acoustical professional to achieve a 
minimum outside to inside noise reduction level of 25 decibels (dB).  
This performance measure shall be achieved by any suitable 
combination of building design, materials, or construction standards 
and shall be recorded with the final plat and as a restrictive covenant. 

 
2. Allowable uses shall be limited to detached single-family dwellings, 

conservation, agriculture, agriculture-supporting businesses, airport 
operations, aviation related uses, or nonresidential uses that do not 
exceed an occupancy of ten people per acre. 
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B. Compatible Use Zone 2: Those areas located within the airport approach 
zone.  

 
1. Major subdivisions shall have a maximum gross density of .33 dwelling 

units per acre.  The maximum gross density may be increased to .66 
dwelling units per acre provided residential construction techniques are 
designed and certified by an acoustical professional to achieve a 
minimum outside to inside noise reduction level of 25 decibels (dB).  
This performance measure shall be achieved by any suitable 
combination of building design, materials, or construction standards 
and shall be recorded with the final plat and as a restrictive covenant. 

 
2. Allowable uses shall be limited to detached single-family dwellings, 

conservation, agriculture, agriculture-supporting businesses, airport 
operations, aviation related uses, or nonresidential uses that do not 
exceed an occupancy of 40 people per acre. 

 
C. Compatible Use Zone 3: Those areas located within the airport traffic 

pattern zone. 
 

1. The subdivision of land for residential purposes shall be subject to the 
maximum gross density requirements of the base zoning district. 

 
2. Allowable uses shall be limited to those permitted in the base zoning 

district. 
 
4.4.4 Overlay Special Requirements 
The following general standards shall apply to all development in the Airport 
Overlay District: 

 
A. Lighting  

 
1. Floodlights, spotlights, recreational lighting, or other lighting devices 

that are not shielded or angled to prevent illumination in an upward 
direction are prohibited.  Exterior luminaries installed or utilized for 
nonresidential uses shall be full cut-off fixtures. 
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2. Lighting that makes it difficult for pilots to identify airport lights, results 

in glare in the eyes of pilots using the airport, impairs visibility in the 
vicinity of the airport, or otherwise endangers or interferes with the 
landing, takeoff, or maneuvering of aircraft intending to use the airport 
is prohibited. 

 
3. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to airport lighting used 

for navigational purposes in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements. 

 
B. Interference 
  

1. Electronic impulses or signals that interfere with radio communications 
between aircraft and the airport or that interfere with established 
navigation aids are prohibited. 

 
2. Any operation or use that emits smoke, dust, visible fumes or vapors 

into the atmosphere that would interfere with the safe navigation of 
aircraft using the airport is prohibited. 

 
 

C. Disclosures 
 

1. Final subdivision plats, master plans, site specific development plans, 
or any other document filed as part of any approval process with 
Currituck County shall contain the following disclosure statement: “All 
or a portion of this property lies within the Airport Overlay District.  
Persons on the premises may be exposed to noise and other effects 
as may be inherent in airport operations.  Currituck County has placed 
certain restrictions on development and use of property within this 
overlay.” 

 
2. Real estate transactions involving properties either wholly or partially 

located within the Airport Overlay District shall give full written 
disclosure of the restrictions on development and use of property 
within this overlay to the prospective purchaser in accordance with the 
N.C. Residential Property Disclosure Act (NCGS 47E).  An Airport 
Overlay Disclosure Form is available in the Currituck County 
Development Review Process Manual.  

 
D. Multimodal Transportation 

 
1. An interconnected multimodal transportation system is necessary to 

promote alternate forms of travel, allow the safe movement of 
pedestrians between destinations, and provide for passive recreational 
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opportunities.  Multimodal connectivity shall be provided to existing or 
planned street networks, sidewalks, trail systems, or pedestrian 
destinations as determined by the Technical Review Committee. 

 
2. Within all subdivisions or nonresidential developments, sidewalks shall 

be required along one side of proposed streets or private drives.  The 
Technical Review Committee may approve an alternative circulation 
plan provided similar connectivity and accessibility is achieved within 
the development. 

 
3. Prior to the issuance of any permit for development, parcels abutting 

US 158 shall reserve a 20 foot public access easement along the 
property line adjoining the roadway.  

 
E. Natural Resources 
 

1. In no case shall hazardous materials or other harmful substances be 
stored, handled, treated, used, produced, recycled, or disposed of in a 
way that would pose a significant hazard to any surface or 
groundwater resource. 

 
 
2. The development and use of land shall meet the requirements of the 

Currituck County Wellhead Protection Plan.  Any use or activity 
determined by the Administrator to pose a significant groundwater 
hazard to the county’s mainland public water supply shall be 
prohibited. 

 
3. Stormwater management facilities shall be designed, engineered, 

constructed, and maintained to detract waterfowl.  This may include 
but is not limited to the use of riparian buffers, vegetative benches, 
wire gridding, or other techniques approved by the Technical Review 
Committee.  

 
F. Height Restrictions: in order to carry out the height requirements of this 

subsection there are hereby created and established certain zones which 
include all of the land lying beneath the approach surfaces, transitional 
surfaces, horizontal surfaces, and conical surfaces as they apply to the 
airport. The location and boundaries of the height restriction zones 
established by this ordinance are shown on a geographic coverage layer 
“Airport Height Restriction Zones” that is maintained as part of the County’s 
geographic information system (GIS) under the direction of the Planning 
Director.  An area located in more than one of the following zones is 
considered to be only in the zone with the more restrictive height limitation. 
The various zones and height limitations are hereby established and defined 
as follows: 
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Zone  

Description 
The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the width of 
the primary surface and is 1,000 feet wide. The approach zone 
expands outward uniformly to a width of 16,000 feet at a horizontal 
distance of 50,000 feet from the primary surface. Its centerline is 
the continuation of the centerline of the runway.  

Height Restriction Run-way 
Approach Zone 

Slopes 50 feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the end 
of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and extending 
to a horizontal distance of 10,000 feet along the extended runway 
centerline; thence slopes upward 40 feet horizontally for each foot 
vertically to an additional horizontal distance of 40,000 feet along 
the extended runway centerline.  

Description 
The transitional zones are the areas beneath the transitional 
surfaces.  

Height Restriction 

Transitional Zones 

Slope seven feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the 
sides of and at the same elevation as the primary surface and the 
approach surface, and extending to a height of 150 feet above the 
airport elevation which is 18 feet above mean sea level. In addition 
to the foregoing, there are established height limits sloping seven 
feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the sides of and at 
the same elevation as the approach surface, and extending to 
where they intersect the conical surface. Where the precision 
instrument runway approach zone projects beyond the conical 
zone, there are established height limits sloping seven feet 
outward for each foot upward beginning at the sides of and at the 
same elevation as the approach surface, and extending a 
horizontal distance of 5,000 feet measured at 90-degree angles to 
the extended runway centerline.  

Description 
The horizontal zone is established by swinging arcs of 10,000 feet 
radii from the center of each end of the primary surface of each 
runway and connecting the adjacent arcs by drawing lines tangent 
to those arcs. The horizontal zone does not include the approach 
and transition zones. 

Height Restriction 

Horizontal Zone 

One hundred fifty feet above the established airport elevation. 
Description 

The conical zone is established as the area that commences at 
the periphery of the horizontal zone and extends outward there 
from a horizontal distance of 4,000 feet.  

Height Restriction Conical Zone 
Slopes 20 feet outward for each foot upward beginning at the 
periphery of the horizontal zone and at 150 feet above the airport 
elevation and extending to a height of 350 feet above the airport 
elevation. 
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4.4.5 Nonconformities 
 
A. Any Residential Airpark Development having been given preliminary plat 

approval prior to October 17, 2011 shall be deemed legally nonconforming 
and subject to the following requirements: 

 
1. Minimum lot size is 40,000 square feet. 
 
2. Accessory structures (aircraft hangers) shall not be occupied until the 

principle structure has received a certificate of occupancy.  
 
3. Right-of-ways shall be a minimum of 60 feet in width, accommodate 

both aircraft and vehicles, and must be properly maintained by the 
developers of the residential airpark or their assigns. 

 
4. Any associated improvements onto airport property shall be paved and 

maintenance shall be the responsibility of the developers of the 
residential airpark or their assigns. 

 
Chapter 17 Definitions  
 
 
Airport Approach Zone 
An area that is longitudinally centered on the runway centerline and extends 
outward and upward from each end of the primary surface. An approach zone is 
applied to each end of each runway based on the type of approach available or 
planned for that runway end. 
 
Airport Compatible Use Zone 
Defined areas on and off airport property that are zoned to ensure airport 
compatible land uses.  In “Land Use Compatibility and Airports,” the Federal 
Aviation Administration recommends this approach to identify and implement 
land use controls for low-activity airports without significant aircraft noise 
exposure contours.  The compatible use zones include the airport runway 
protection zone, the airport approach zone, and the airport traffic pattern zone. 
 
Airport Runway Protection Zone 
An area centered along the extended runway centerline that is used to enhance 
the safety of aircraft operations. The runway protection zone dimensions are 
functions of the design aircraft, airport conditions, and future development 
projections. 
 
Airport Traffic Pattern Zone 
An area centered on the runway protection zone that is used to enhance the 
compatibility of uses in close proximity to an airport. The traffic pattern protection 
zone dimensions are based on total runway length and airport capacity. 
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Item 2: The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any of its provisions 
or any sentence, clause, or paragraph or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance shall be held unconstitutional or violative of the Laws of the State of 
North Carolina by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court 
shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions which can be given 
effect without the invalid provision or application. 
 
 
Item 3: This ordinance amendment shall be in effect from and after the 17 day of 
October, 2011. 
 
 
       
Board of Commissioners’ Chairman 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
     
Gwen H. Keene 
Clerk to the Board 
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SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER:       
 VOTE:   AYES  NAYS   
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 VOTE:      AYES        NAYS    
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