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Currituck County residents will have many 
choices as they cast ballots in the 2010 local 
elections. A number of offices will be 
decided, including Sheriff, Clerk of Superior 
Court, three Board of Commissioner seats 
and three Board of Education seats.

In preparation for the May 4 Primary, the 
Board of Elections has improved the voting 
process in the Indian Ridge and Powells 
Point precincts.  The board voted to move 
the polling place for these precincts. The 
Indian Ridge precinct will now vote at 
Shawboro Elementary School, located at 
370 Shawboro Rd. Powells Point precinct 
voters will vote at Powells Point Christian 

Church, at 197 Church Rd. Many thanks 
go to the school and church personnel for 
their cooperation.

Each voter in these precincts should have 
received a verification card with the 
location of their new polling place.  This 
card is for the voter’s information only and 
does not need to be returned unless changes 
are required concerning voter registration.

Any voter needing to make changes in their 
voter record must do so by April 9. This 
is also the voter registration deadline to 
participate in the May 4 Primary Election. 
Forms are available online at 

www.CurrituckGovernment.com, and at 
public locations throughout the county.

The Board of Elections office will assist 
residents with any election information and 
voter registration concerns, at 232-2525.

As part of its effort to complete Currituck’s 
first comprehensive rewrite of the Unified
Development Ordinance (UDO) since 
1989, the Planning Department is enabling 
county residents to express opinions on 
future development.

The UDO is the county’s adopted zoning, 
subdivision and environmental regulations. 
It determines how intensely land is 
developed. Any person owning land in 
Currituck will be directly affected by 
changes made to the UDO, so citizen 
participation is critical.

Two public meetings were held in February 
to conduct a Citizen Preference Survey. This 

allowed citizens to view a series of images 
depicting differing development types and 
choose their preferred styles. This survey is 
available online at Planning’s project 
website, www.newcodecurrituck.com.

This website is designed to share project 
information with the public and will be 

updated throughout the process.

The goals of the UDO rewrite include 
implementing the CAMA Land Use Plan, 
creating land development regulations 
that recognize the geographic diversity of 
Currituck County, creating a user friendly 
document, removing obsolete and outdated 
standards of the current UDO, including 
innovative approaches to foster sustainable 
development practices and economic 
diversity and balancing growth patterns with 
the provision of county services. 
 

UDO REWRITE FACTORS PUBLIC OPINION
NEW WEBSITE HELPS CITIZENS STAY INFORMED

MADD HONORS DEPUTY AS DWI HERO
HARRIS RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

Sheriff’s Deputy Ernest Harris was 
honored with the Eastern NC Sheriff DWI 
Hero of 2009 Award by the North 
Carolina Chapter of Mother’s Against 
Drunk Driving during the MADD Law 
Enforcement Awards Banquet on Jan. 22.

The DWI Hero Award is bestowed upon 
two Sheriff’s deputies in North 
Carolina each year, one each representing 
the Eastern and Western sections of the 
state. Winners must exhibit outstanding 
performance within MADD ideals.

Deputy Harris recorded 26 DWI arrests 
in 2009, in addition to his regular duties. 
Chief Deputy Sandy Casey nominated 
Harris for the Hero Award after 
viewing the statistics and seeing that Harris 
brought forward more than twice as many 
DWI arrests as any other deputy.

“This is a very prestigious honor for 
Deputy Harris,” Casey said. “It’s a once in 
a career type of award. I nominated him 
for going above and beyond duty, and for 
the high number of DWI arrests he made.”

Find more 
important 
election 
information 
on page 3.

Learn what actions will take place in future 
phases of the UDO rewrite on page 3.



SHERIFF’S OFFICE OPENS SATELLITE LOCATION IN GRANDY
SITE BELIEVED FIRST OF ITS KIND FOR SOUTHERN MAINLAND AREA

Residents in the southern 
area of Currituck’s 
mainland will benefit from 
a new Grandy satellite 
location of the Currituck 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputies and staff of the 
Sheriff’s Office now occupy 
the building in Grandy 
previously used to house Albemarle Mental Health. This 
building is located at 6644 Caratoke Highway, just north 
of the Bank of Currituck.

Currently, the Grandy Satellite Office is not manned on a 
continual basis. But the public is invited to stop by anytime 

they see a deputy at the office. Citizens can discuss any
issue or concerns they may have about their community. 
All visitors should be aware that this office is used for
routine duties and meetings with citizens. 

“As far as we know this is the first time in the history of 
the Sheriff’s Office a location has been established on the 
southern end of Currituck County. We would like to offer 
our appreciation to the Commissioners for their support 
and willingness to allow the Currituck Deputies a space 
to work from in lower Currituck,” said Currituck County 
Sheriff Susan Johnson.

The Sheriff’s Office anticipates this location will help 
reduce and eliminate some of the travel time to the main 
office in Maple for residents looking for information or 

needing assistance. This satellite office is intended to make 
the Sheriff’s Office more accessible to the citizens it serves 
and protects.

Sheriff Johnson plans to be in the Grandy Satellite Office 
weekly on Fridays for a majority of the day. Our door is 
always open and we look forward to partnering with the 
community to address any issues and concerns you may 
have and to having a location more convenient to the 
people we serve.

REMEMBER:  Always call Currituck Communications 
if you are in need of immediate assistance at 232-2216 to 
have a deputy respond. You can also call the Communica-
tions number to have a deputy meet you at the Grandy 
location to file a report on any crime not in progress.

DAVIDSON AND EVANS NAB TOP HONORS
IN SHERIFF’S OFFICE ANNUAL AWARDS

Sergeant Joey Davidson and Officer Jeremy Evans received the Sheriff’s Office annual 
awards during a ceremony on February 12. Currituck Sheriff Susan Johnson presented 
Davidson with the 2009 Deputy of the Year Award and Evans with the 2009 Officer of 
the Year Award.

Sergeant Joey Davidson (L) and Officer Jeremy Evans (R)

Also recognized during the ceremony were Deputy Ernest Harris and all deputies and 
officers who in 2009 were honored with Deputy or Officer of the Month awards.
Harris was honored by the office for being named a 2009 DWI Hero by the MADD 
Chapter of North Carolina (see pg. 1).

Pictured below are the members of the Sheriff’s Office who received monthly or quarterly 
awards in 2009.

Front row, L-R:  SO Sgt. J. Davidson, DO Sgt. R Lewis, DO J. Tillett, DO P. Spicer, DO C. Walton, 
SO Inv. S. Dudley, SO L. Starcher, SO Deputy J. Rein

Back row, L-R:  SO Sgt. E. Brinkley, DO J. Evans, DO/Courts D. Tyler, SO Lt. J. Banks, SO Deputy 
E. Harris, DO J. Pittman, SO Deputy W. Lambertson, Narc. Deputy S. Houston

EMS MOVES TO NEW DATA TRANSMISSION TECHNOLOGY
MOBILE SYSTEM WILL SAVE CRITICAL TIME FOR PATIENTS

New mobile technology in Currituck County ambulances 
will allow Emergency Medical Services (EMS) staff to 
forward critical patient data en route to hospitals. This 
capability will allow hospital staffs to be better prepared for 
the incoming patient and ready to administer possible life-
saving measures in quicker fashion.

EMS staff is now able to transmit information such as vital 
statistics, electrocardiograms and twelve-lead rhythms to 
the receiving hospital directly from the ambulances. The 
system utilizes the department’s Mobile Communication 
Terminal laptop computers, which send data via the 
Internet.

MCT units are placed in each ambulance within the fleet 
of Currituck EMS. These portable units are also placed in 
each administrative vehicle. EMS staff completed a depart-
ment-wide training session on the new system during Feb. 

15 - 18. EMS Paramedics also attended a state-mandated 
training course to better understand the interpretation of 
12-lead cardiac monitors. All paramedics have completed 
this training, enabling Currituck EMS to offer top-notch 
service and care to its patients.

EMS has a strong working relationship with many area 
hospitals, including  Chesapeake Regional, Albemarle 
Hospital, Virginia Beach and Norfolk General. Each of 
these facilities participate with this data transmission 
system, which helps them prepare and plan strategies of 
caring for the patients.

This technology will also offer EMS improved follow-up 
reports. These detailed reports will expand the staff’s 
knowledge of treatment outcomes and lead to even better 
patient care and quality assurance.

EMS worked in cooperation with the staff’s Medical
Director, Dr. Rodger Gallant of Albemarle Hospital, to 
implement this new technology. EMS will also attend 
monthly meetings with Chesapeake Regional to work 
towards continuing development and provide EMS staff 
with up-to-date methods of emergency care.                     

Remember to sign up for instant alerts and public safety messages from the Currituck Sheriff’s Office on 
Nixle. Nixle provides secure messages via cell phone text, email and Internet access. Residents can take 
advantage of this free service by registering at http://local.nixle.com/county/nc/currituck/.
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Absentee ballots will be ready for the Primary on Monday, March 
15.  If you would like to request an absentee ballot to be mailed to 
you, please remember that we need your name, address in county, 
address to mail the ballot to and your signature.  We also ask that you 
provide a contact phone number.   

One-stop voting will take place at the Board of Elections office, Governmental Center 
Complex, 2811 Caratoke Highway, starting on Thursday, April 15 and will end on 
Saturday, May 1 at 1 p.m.  The office hours are Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., with 
the office also open for voters on Saturday, May 1 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

REMEMBER Primary Election will be held Tuesday, May 4. The polls will be open from 
6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. All polling places are accessible to the elderly and handicapped. 
Any voter is entitled to assistance in casting votes from an appropriate person of her/his 
choice. If you are physically unable to come into the polling place, curbside voting will be 
available for your convenience.

Upcoming phases in the UDO rewrite process:

• March - May 2010 Assess code to refine what issues 
should be addressed; analyze the current UDO to 
determine code sections that should be modified or 
replaced; summarize national best practices that may 
work in Currituck County; and provide a general 
framework for the new UDO.  After completion of the 

code assessment, additional public meetings will be held to discuss the recommendations. 
• June 2010 - March 2011 A draft of the new UDO will be prepared based on public 
input, the code assessment and direction from the Board of Commissioners.  Drafts of 
the UDO will be brought forward in sections, allowing the opportunity for review in 
manageable installments.  Additional public meetings will be held for each installment 
and comments will be included in the final draft. 
• April - May 2011 A series of test cases will be conducted to demonstrate how the new 
UDO will affect development patterns.  The test cases will include projects that were 
approved under the previous UDO to determine what changes would occur under the 
new regulations.  A summary of each test case will be prepared and presented at a series of 
public workshops. 
• June - August 2011 The final step is the release of a final draft of the new UDO.  The 
draft will be made available to the public for review and comment, and a series of work 
sessions and public hearings will be held to present the draft and answer questions.  Based 
on direction received at work sessions and public hearings, final revisions will be made 
and a completed UDO will be heard for adoption by the Board of Commissioners.    

UDO REWRITE:  WHAT COMES NEXTPRIMARY ELECTION IS MAY 4

2010 Currituck County Elections

Clerk of Superior Court   Sheriff   
Bd. of Commissioners - District 3  Bd. of Education - Crawford
Bd. of Commissioners - District 5  Bd. of Education - Poplar Branch
Bd. of Commissioners - At Large One  Bd. of Education - At Large
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor - Grandy and Roberts seats

LIBRARIES OFFER READING & ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES
THREE BRANCHES AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC IN CURRITUCK

With the recent completion of the Moyock Library, 
Currituck County offers three branches within its library 
system to serve residents and vacationers. Along with 
Moyock, Currituck has libraries located in Barco and 
Corolla..

Upcoming events at the Barco Library

• March 20 - Dorothy Hocutt conducts the first ever 
Saturday Genealogy class.  This beginning class is free and 
runs for two hours starting at 11:00 a.m.
• Toddler Time for 18 month olds to 2 year olds will con-
tinue until May 13, Thursdays from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
• Story Time for preschoolers ages 3-5 will continue until 
May 11, Tuesdays from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
• Summer sessions of Story Time and Toddler Time will 
begin June 22 and June 24 respectively, until July 28. Both 
are 10:00-11:00 a.m.

 • Spring sessions of Babygarten will be Wednesdays, 
March 24-April 28, at 10:00 a.m.  They are for babies ages 
birth to 18 months and their caregivers.  The summer ses-
sion of Babygarten will be Wednesdays, June 23-July 28.
• The Summer Reading Program begins Wednesday, June 
23 with magician “The Amazing Magic Dave” at 2:00 p.m.
• The theme for this year’s Summer Reading Program is 
“Make a Splash—Read!”  On Wednesday, June 30 the 
North Carolina Aquarium’s traveling exhibit “Sharks Are 
More Than Teeth” will begin at 11:00 a.m.
• On Monday, April 12, the Historical Society and Main-
land Friends of the Library will co-sponsor a dinner 
program at Rehobeth Baptist Church and feature Edward 
P. Crapol, retired professor of history at William and Mary 
College. Dinner service will begin at 6:45 and the meet-
ing will start at 7:00.  The meals are $15.00 and the public 
is invited to attend.  Advance reservations, call Barbara 
Snowden at 232-2311 or Nancy Bass, 435-6910.

Upcoming Events at the Moyock Library

• Family movie on the first Saturday of every month at 
2:30 p.m. in the library meeting room.  Program is free and 
open to the public.  
• Pre-School Storytime is held on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
for ages 3-5 years.  No registration is required.
• Toddler Storytime is held on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. for 
ages 18 months-3 years.  No registration is required.
• Babygarten is held on Wednesdays and is presented in 
quarterly sessions.  Spring session begins on Wednesday, 
April 7 at 10:30 a.m.  There is limited space and registra-
tion is required for each six week session.
• Wednesday, June 23 at 11:00 a.m.- Splish, Splash, Dave’s 
Magic Bash: Amazing Dave will dazzle you with his magic 
show. 
• Wednesday, June 30 at 2: 00 p.m. “Sharks are More Than 
Teeth.” Presented by the North Carolina Aquarium. Free.

SPRING INTO TOURISM

TRAVEL & TOURISM UNVEILS
REDESIGNED WEBSITE

The Currituck County Travel & Tourism Department will host the annual “Spring Into 
Tourism” meetings on Wednesday, March 17.  At these meetings, staff will present the 
tourism marketing plan for the upcoming fiscal year and review the results of last year’s 
marketing campaign. Public input will be accepted during the meetings.

Two sessions have been scheduled on March 17: 

    *  10:00 a.m. - Hampton Inn, 333 Audubon Drive, Corolla. With lunch immediately  
    following.

    *    6:00 p.m. - Historic Courthouse, 153 Courthouse Road, Currituck. Refreshments  
    provided.

To register for attendance at either session, please RSVP to the Currituck Welcome 
Center, 252-435-2947.

Currituck’s Travel & Tourism staff recently put a fresh look on the department’s website, 
in time for the 2010 tourist season. The design features updated photos, new navigation 
buttons and a beach-themed background.

To see the new look for yourself, visit www.ComeToOurBeach.com.
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APRIL 2010
The Currituck County Department of Social Services hopes all county residents take a 
vested interest in protecting children. Every North Carolina citizen is legally required 
to report suspected child abuse or neglect. Child Maltreatment includes physical abuse, 
sexual abuse, emotional abuse and neglect.

Signs of possible Physical Maltreatment
• Unexplained bruises in various states of healing.
• Self-destructive behaviors such as hitting or biting oneself.
• Welts, bite marks or bald spots.
• Unexplained fractures, abrasions, burns or wounds.
• Expression of unusual fear of parent/caregiver.

Signs of possible Sexual Maltreatment
• Engagement in or knowledge of sexual behaviors beyond a child’s expected 
development.
• Regression to behaviors such as thumb-sucking or limited speech.
• Pain, itching, bruising or bleeding in the genital area.
• Delinquent or aggressive behavior, depression or suicide attempts.
• Substance abuse, self-mutilation, promiscuity or running away.

Signs of possible Emotional Maltreatment
• Speech disorders, developmental delays.
• Ulcers, asthma, severe allergies.
• Habit disorders including thumb-sucking or rocking.
• Extreme passive or aggressive behavior.
• Very low self-esteem, antisocial or destructive actions.

Signs of possible Neglect
• Reported abandonment by parent/caregiver.
• Unattended medical needs, lack of supervision.
• Consistent hunger, inappropriate dress, poor hygiene.
• Lice, distended stomach, poor social skills, begging or stealing food.
• Frequent absences or tardiness at school, extreme fatique or falling asleep in class.

To discuss any concerns you may have about a child’s well-being, call the Currituck
Department of Social Services at 232-3083.
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REAL WORLD EVENT
SPONSORED BY DSS

The Currituck County Department of Social Services LINKS Program is planning a Real 
World Event on May 26, 2010.  This program is designed to help teens make a
successful transition from foster care to self-sufficiency. The Real World Event will attract 
many youth from surrounding areas (not just foster children). This event has been proven 
to make a powerful impact with it participants.  

Real World’s goal is to bring youth from similar situations together to share their future 
dreams/goals when they leave the foster care system. This event teaches youth the life 
skills necessary to meet their goals as productive adult citizens. It provides a one-day life 
simulation based on how to make responsible financial decisions necessary for adult life.  

The Real World Events have been successful in helping young people develop life skills, 
including carving out educational and career plans, learning the basics of getting and 
keeping a job, and locating appropriate housing. The event will introduce the youth to 
a variety of options that are available to young people. When we expose youth to better 
options, they will make better decisions.  

To accomplish this we are inviting local area business to share their expertise in banking, 
social skills, insurance, and budgeting. The Currituck County Department of Social 
Services LINKS program is excited about bringing this event to our area for youth 
between the ages of 15 to 21 years of age. Many of these events have been hosted 
throughout North Carolina.  However, this is the first time the program will occur in this 
area. Our agency is looking forward to collaborating with area businesses and community 
organizations to create a memorable and valuable experience for the young people of 
Currituck.

If you are interested in volunteering your time or donating items needed for this event, 
please call Carolyn Eason, Vickie Moore, or Amy Felton at 232-3083.  Examples of items 
needed include ink pens, pencils, calculators, copy paper, food for lunch/snacks,
monetary donations and new items for door prizes that would promote independent
living - such as pots and pans, clothes baskets, linens, irons, and household items to set 
up housekeeping.

CURRITUCK STUDENTS PROVIDE
SPARK TO WILD HORSE EFFORT  

A letter-writing campaign by Currituck students has bolstered an effort to have the
Spanish Mustang named as North Carolina’s official State Horse. The letter writing began 
in the 2008-09 school year after local elementary students were able to meet a gentled 
Corolla Wild Horse, learn facts about the Spanish Mustang and how it arrived on the 
Outer Banks.  

Schools then incorporated the letter 
writing into their writing 
curriculum. Letters were sent to local 
county commissioners as well as state 
legislators, asking for the Corolla Wild 
Horse to be named the NC State Horse.

This student initiative came to fruition 
after Karen McCalpin, Executive 
Director of the Corolla Wild Horse Fund, contacted Assistant Superintendent Sandy 
Kinzel. Together the pair created the letter writing campaign, which quickly gained the 
attention of various state legislators.

These student letters demonstrated true democracy in action.  Nearly a year after the 
campaign’s start, state legislators, county officials and local media gathered on Jan. 22 
at Shawboro Elementary School, the “Home of the Mustangs,” to learn the effect of the 
students’ letter writing effort.  

N.C. Representative Bill Owens, D-Pasquotank reported that House Bill 1251 contains 
legislation to make the Colonial Spanish Mustang the State Horse of North Carolina. 
Students will now be able to follow the bill through legislation in hopes of seeing 
increased protection for the Corolla Wild Horses.

Among those present were Commissioners Paul O’Neal, Vance Aydlett, Barry Nelms and 
Owen Etheridge, County Manager Dan Scanlon and Sheriff Susan Johnson. Present from 
the Wild Horse Fund were McCalpin, President Kimberlee Hoey, Director of Opera-
tions Denise Wells, and Herd Manager Wesley Stallings.  State offices were represented 
by Steve Windham, Chairman of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission; Dee Freeman, 
Secretary NC Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources; Katie Hall from Senator 
Marc Basnight’s office; Tim Spear, NC House of Representatives;  Betty Jo Shepherd from 
Senator Richard Burr’s office and Bill Owens, NC House of Representatives.

Pictured above:  L-R, Central Elementary students Eric Brinkley and Jamie Robertson, and Dare Co.
students Lauren Curlin and Kendal Weeks join state officials at the Jan. 22 conference.

RECYCLED CHRISTMAS TREES
BOLSTER DUNE GROWTH

Currituck County is using recycled Christmas trees to help replenish the dune lines in 
Corolla that suffered severe damage and erosion from large nor’easter storms last year. 
More than 200 trees were collected after the Christmas holiday and many have been put 
in place on the beaches by county staff.

The trees were 
attached to new sand 
fencing erected in 
front of the dunes. 
It is hoped that this 
will create a barrier 
to help collect sand 
at the duneline, and 
rebuild the dunes. 
In some locations 
along the county’s 
beaches, dunes were 

eroded more than 30 feet from previous levels. Thanks to all residents who participated in 
this effort and recycled Christmas trees.

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING
Remember, Currituck County now offers electronics recycling. The collection site is at 
the Barco Recycling Center, located at 183 Shortcut Rd. Hours of collection are Tuesday 
and Sundays from 1:00 - 7:00 p.m. Acceptable electronics items include computer
equipment, cell phones, PDA’s, electronic games, consoles and televisions of all kinds. 
Items not accepted include microwaves, fans and small appliances.

Visit www.CurrituckGovernment.com for listings of Recycling Centers and collected 
items, or call Public Works at 232-2504.
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ALL-STAR YOUTH BASKETBALL TOURNEY COMING TO AREA
CURRITUCK AND CAMDEN HOSTING BOYS AND GIRLS GAMES

The Parks and Recreation staffs of Currituck and Camden 
counties are teaming up to host the 2010 EAC Basketball 
All-Star Tournament on March 13 - 14. This event features 
various age groups for both boys and girls teams.

Currituck County will host the tournament games for the 
following age groups:
 •  7 - 9 year old boys
 •  10 year old boys
 •  13 year old boys
 •  13 - 15 year old boys

Camden County will host the tournament games for the 
following age groups:
 •  7 - 9 year old girls
 •  10 year old girls
 •  10 - 12 year old girls
 •  10 - 12 year old boys

Facilities for games in Currituck will be Moyock MS, 
Moyock ES and Knapp Early College. Games in

Camden will be played at Grandy Primary, Camden MS 
and Camden HS. Volunteers are needed for tournament 
operation. Anyone interested in volunteering should call 
Brian Willoughby at 232-3007.

DUST OFF THAT MAGIC LAMP LEARN HOW TO MAKE YOUR
HOME ENERGY EFFICIENT

The staff at the Cooperative Extension Center in Currituck can provide great information 
on how to make your home more energy efficient this year. The need to take control of 
tight budgets can start right at home.  Homeowners can take advantage of several 
financial incentives in 2010 to save tax dollars, capture rebates and begin years of savings 
on their energy dollars with many inexpensive energy-saving home improvements.  

The first incentive is a federal tax credit of 30 percent of the cost of energy-efficiency 
upgrades for existing homes up to $1,500, is available through Dec. 31, 2010. Qualifying 
products include insulation, weatherization products, roofing materials, windows, doors 
and HVAC equipment. Look for the Energy Star logo, consult the IRS for guidelines and 
use Tax Form 5695 on your federal return.

Currituck Cooperative Extension will offer a program on Thursday, April 8 entitled 
“Energy Efficient Homes” from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. and repeated that evening from 7:00 - 
8:00 p.m.  You must call 252-232-2261 to pre-register.  This program is free and 
participants will receive incentives and information on how to make their home more 
energy efficient and save money.

According to national averages, weatherization returns $1.65 in direct energy-related
benefits for every $1 invested. Another $1.07 is returned in other benefits such as
reducing pollution, unemployment, and adverse health concerns, raising the national 
average return to $2.72 for each dollar spent.

For more information on how you can have a more energy efficient home, contact your 
local Cooperative Extension Center.  In Currituck, call Georgia Kight, Family and 
Consumer Science Extension Agent at 252-232-2261 or email at 
georgia_kight@ncsu.edu.

STAFF UPDATES  NEWNS HEADS EM,
911 ADDS DISPATCHER

Mary Beth Newns, left, was promoted to Emergency
Management Director in January. She served as Interim 
Director since the retirement of Stanley Griggs in
December 2008 and guided the EM staff through 
several incidents, such as the damaging nor’easter storm 
in November 2009 and recent winter storms.

Mary Beth served previously as Deputy 
Coordinator for Emergency Management. Her 
husband, Bill, is a member of the Currituck County 
Inspections Department.

The Currituck County Communications Center recently welcomed its newest 
dispatcher, Sandee Salimbene, right.

Sandee comes to Currituck with 13 years of previous 
law enforcement and dispatch experience. Prior to 
joining the Currituck staff, Sandee was a dispatcher at 
Virginia Tech University.

“I am really excited for the opportunity to work for 
Currituck County and be part of a great team in an 
awesome environment,” she said.

COUNTY SURPLUS ITEMS
AVAILABLE ONLINE

Currituck County frequently has surplus equipment no longer used by county staff that is 
posted for sale on the Internet. Public citizens are invited to view items for sale online and 
submit bids within the auction format.

In many instances, computer equipment is advertised by the Currituck County
Information Technology Services Department. This often includes laptop computers, 
which are in working condition but have been replaced by newer models.

The two Internet sites used by Currituck County to auction surplus items are GovDeals 
and EBay. These popular websites sell items posted by many localities and may include 
large surplus items such as automobiles no longer in service by a local government.

Citizens might find great deals for items in excellent condition on these sites and are 
encouraged to check them periodically. For more information or to inquire when 
equipment may be posted for sale online, contact the Currituck ITS staff at 232-2964.
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FOCUS ON BUSINESS

In this quarter’s Focus On Business, we’re highlighting two training programs available 
for Currituck residents: one for job seekers and one for existing employers. 

For additional workforce resources and assistance in applying for programs, contact the 
Currituck County Economic Development Department at 252-232-6015 or visit 
www.ThinkCurrituck.com, Currituck’s new online home for business information!

EMPLOYERS 
Incumbent Worker Program - North Carolina’s Incumbent Workforce Development
Program provides funding to established North Carolina businesses to provide
educational and skills training for current workers.  

Operated locally by the Northeast Workforce Development Board, the Incumbent 
Worker Program provides funding up to $25,000 for the calendar year and $40,000 for 
the life of the applying business. More information can be found by contacting the 
Albemarle Commission in Hertford at (252) 426-5753 Extension 229, or visiting  
http://www.nccommerce.com/en/WorkforceServices/FindInformationForEmployers/In-
cumbentWorkerProgram/.

JOB SEEKERS 
Green Jobs Training - Attention contractors and tradesmen! The U.S. Department of 
Labor announced on January 28 that the North Carolina Department of Commerce will 
receive $5.97 million in grant funding to provide green job training for residents of four 
workforce development boards, including the Northeast and Currituck County.
 
Although this program is still in the planning stages, further announcements and details 
are expected soon. More information can be found by contacting the Albemarle
Commission in Hertford at (252) 426-5753 Extension 229. 

WHALEHEAD CLUB SPRING EVENTS
CURRITUCK HERITAGE PARK, COROLLA

Easter EGG-stravaganza
April 2, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Join the Easter Bunny and the Currituck Duck for a 
traditional egg hunt in Currituck Heritage Park.  Children’s 
activities include Balloon Art, Face Painting, Egg & Spoon 
Races, Bean Bag Toss, and a Jellybean Counting Contest!   
Snacks & Refreshments. Admission and Parking are free.

Corolla Pedal-Foot-Paddle
April 7, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
A multi-athletic event beginning in Currituck Heritage 
Park.  It starts with a scenic cycle through Corolla, followed 
by a run on the beach at low-tide, wrapping up with a 
kayak paddle on the Currituck Sound.  For the more 
leisurely-minded enjoy the “Land and Light”- climb the 
Currituck Beach Lighthouse, then stroll through the park 
to the front porch of the historic Whalehead Club.  

Contestants may participate individually or as a 
team.  Entry fee includes registration reception on 
Tuesday evening, and awards celebration - including 
best costume - on race day.  

Coastal Antiques Appraisal Fair
April 17, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Location: Cooperative Extension Center, Barco
Learn the estimated value of your antiques from 
professional appraisers.  Shop for collectibles from 
local dealers.  Learn some tricks to keeping your 
treasures beautiful at the educational workshops.  
Silent auction and refreshments too! Admission is free.  
Appraisal fee: $10 per item or 3 items for $25.

Fun Fly Festival
May 9, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Watch and learn how to fly all kinds of kites sponsored by 
Flying Smiles Kites! Children enjoy making paper kites to 
keep or bring your own to play with.  
Admission and parking are free.

CURRITUCK CRAWL
LAWN SALE COMING IN APRIL

A new event sponsored by the Currituck Rotary 
hopes to become an annual spring event in
Currituck County. The Currituck Rotary Annual 
Wild Goose Lawn Sale will be held on April 24. 
Sites for the sale will be located at various points 
along the 168/158 corridor in Currituck County, 
from 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Lower 
Currituck Food Bank, Currituck County High 
School Rotary Scholars and Polio Plus.

Vendors will have a registration fee of $25, which covers advertising and placement on 
the event map. Vendors must agree that 10% of their proceeds will go to the Currituck 
Rotary. Vendors will be able to set up and sell merchandise at one of the event’s 
designated sites.

Organizers hope to spur local business sales and attract customers from the southeast 
region. For more information, visit www.CurrituckWildGooseRotary.org.

U.S. CENSUS UNDERWAY
ACROSS NATION
More than 130 million addresses throughout the nation will 
receive a census form in March 2010, either by mail or in
person from a census worker. Every residence will receive a short 
questionnaire of just 10 questions. The individual in whose 
name the housing unit is owned or rented should complete the 
questionnaire.

Census Day is April 1. Responses to the census form should 
include everyone living at your address. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an 
individual’s personal information with anyone, including other federal agencies and law 
enforcement agencies.

Language assistance guides are available in a variety of languages. Questionnaire 
Assistance Centers will assist those unable to read or understand the questionnaire. Large-
print questionnaires are available to the visually impaired upon request, and a Teletext 
Device for the Deaf program will help the hearing impaired.

Census workers also take in-person counts of people living in group quarters, such as 
college dormitories, military barracks, nursing homes and shelters. In May - July, census 
workers will visit households that did not return a questionnaire by mail.

Census data determine the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Census data can also help determine the allocation of federal funds for 
community services. These include school lunch programs and senior citizen centers, as 
well as new construction, such as highways, hospitals and other community centers.

By law, the U.S. Census Bureau must deliver population counts to the President by Dec. 
31, 2010. Then, by March 2011, the U.S. Census Bureau will complete delivery of 
redistricting data to each state. For more information on the 2010 census, visit 
www.2010census.gov.
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13th ANNUAL CURRITUCK
HOME, FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW

Plan to attend the 2010 Currituck Home, Flower and Garden Show on Friday, April 23 
and Saturday, April 24 at the Cooperative Extension Center in Barco.

The 2010 theme is of “Incredible Edibles”. This two-day event is the only garden show in 
northeast North Carolina. It is sponsored by the Currituck Master Gardeners and the NC 
Cooperative Extension Service, Currituck Center. Show hours are 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday and 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.

There will be a variety of vendors, garden exhibits, children’s activities and more. Come 
learn how to grow edible foods for your family in any garden situation. For more 
information on the show or if you would like to be a vendor, call the NC Cooperative 
Extension Service, Currituck Center at 252-232-2262.

3rd ANNUAL NENC
DAFFODIL SHOW

The Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Society, co-sponsored by the North Carolina 
Corporative Extension, Currituck Center and the Master Gardeners Volunteers of 
Currituck County invite all to the 3rd annual Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Show 
of the American Daffodil Society.  

The show will be held on Saturday, 
March 20 at the Cooperative
Extension Facility in Barco. The 
event is open to the public free 
of charge from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., 
although donations will be gratefully 
accepted. An awards ceremony will 
be held at 2:00 p.m.

In the Artistic Division, 
arrangements of daffodils will depict 

harmony in nature including purity, peace and environmental stewardship. The 
Horticulture Division will showcase daffodils representing many of the more than one 
thousand varieties of blooms.  The event promises to be exciting with hundreds of live, 
garden raised daffodil specimens. Everyone interested in gardening, arranging flowers and 
the beauty of nature is invited to come and enjoy this event.

Entries by Exhibitors shall be accepted from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. on Friday, March 19 and 
7:00 - 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 20. For more information, contact Clay Higgins at 
240-632-0002 (chiggins@comcast.net )  or Jan Perry-Weber (252) 232-2261 
(jan_perry-weber@ncsu.edu).

CURRITUCK KIDS RAISES FUNDS TO HELP LOCAL CHILDREN
Currituck Kids will participate in the second annual Duck 
and Wine Festival on Saturday, April 24 to raise funds 
intended to help Currituck County children. As a 
partner of the event’s sponsor, the North Carolina 
Community Foundation, Currituck Kids will receive 15% 
of the net proceeds.

All funds raised will be used to provide many items for 
Currituck children, such as glasses, 4H camp fees, shoes 
and medicine. The Duck and Wine Festival will be held at 
the Duck Waterfront shops, from 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. In the 
event, 20 restaurants will showcase a unique duck appetizer 
to sample with a paired wine selection.

Currituck Kids is responsible for providing 15 volunteers 
to help at the event for 1 1/2 hours each.  If you would like 
to participate or are interested in being a member of 
Currituck Kids, please contact April Bennett at 232-0832 
or email aprilebennett@yahoo.com. 
 
To further support Currituck Kids Fund, T-shirts are 
available for a $20 contribution. Citizens may also send 
a tax deductible contribution to “NCCF:Currituck Kids 
Fund”  to the North Carolina Community Foundation, 
Harbinger Center, Suite 4, Point Harbor, NC 27064 . 
More information is available at www.CurrituckKids.com 
or the group’s Facebook page.

CURRITUCK’S HISTORIC “OLD JAIL” NOW STANDS ALONE

In February, demolition work was completed at the Historic Courthouse complex to disconnect the buildings attached to both sides of the Old Jail (below left). For the first time in 
many years, the Old Jail is a free-standing structure (below right). During the demolition project, the former jail annex (below center) was removed along with sections of the 

Communications Center and the Inspections office. For a closer look at the Old Jail, visit the Historic Courthouse complex on Courthouse Rd.
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BOC CONTINUES OLF OPPOSITION
NEW RESOLUTION VOICES DISPLEASURE 

WITH VA LAND USE STUDY
The Currituck County Board of Commissioners adopted a Feb. 15, 2010 resolution to 
oppose North Carolina’s inclusion in a land use study completed for the Hampton Roads 
region of Virginia.

The Hampton Roads Joint Land Use Study (HRJLUS) was completed in 2005 in 
partnership by the U.S. Navy and the Virginia cities of Chesapeake, Hampton and 
Virginia Beach. Neither Currituck County nor other North Carolina localities were 
invited to participate or consulted within the study process.

A goal of the study, stated in the document’s Executive Summary, is to “explore 
opportunities to reduce noise impacts on communities surrounding NAS Oceana, NALF 
Fentress and Chambers Field while accommodating necessary growth and maintaining 
regional economic sustainability.” One of the study’s recommendations is the pursuit of 
an additional Outlying Landing Field in North Carolina. The land use recommendations 
of the Final HRJLUS were passed into law by the Virginia General Assembly on March 
30, 2006.

One of the Navy’s proposed sites for a new Outlying Landing Field is in the Hale’s Lake 
area on the border of Currituck and Camden counties. A total of five sites are currently 
being studied by the Navy.

The Board of 
Commissioners has
officially opposed 
construction of an 
OLF in northeastern 
N.C. since adopting an 
official resolution on 
Oct. 15, 2007.

Currituck Commissioner Barry Nelms, right, presented U.S. Senator Kay Hagan, D-NC, left, with a 
letter on Feb. 18 that expressed the anti-OLF views of Currituck County and requested her continued 
support. Also pictured is Camden County Commissioner Melvin Jeralds, center.

PUBLIC DONATIONS HELP 
OPERATION SANTA SUCCEED

A LETTER OF THANKS FROM DSS
To All Who Participated in Operation Santa Claus 2009:
Thank you for your important contribution to 2009 Operation Santa Claus. The staff and I 
appreciate your gift and want you to know how many families and children were helped by 
your kindness.

Financial gifts and sponsors helped to provide Christmas gifts for 15 foster children and food 
baskets for 45 elderly citizens of Currituck. Many of you sponsored children and you helped 
328 families with 627 children have a Merry Christmas.  Also, 11 disabled adults received 
gifts.

This was a year of unprecedented need. Thanks to media support, it was also a year of 
unprecedented giving. Thank you for being one of the contributors who make this 
program possible each year.

As Currituck citizens continue to experience difficult financial times throughout 2010, please 
consider making a donation to one of our community partners that are also front line 
responders, such as Interfaith Community Outreach. This organization helps meet needs
when Social Services has no funding.

Thank you again for your faithful and generous support of Operation Santa Claus.

Sincerely,
Kathlyn S. Romm 
Director, Currituck County Department of Social Services

Currituck County Board of Commissioners

 Paul O’Neal, Chairman     Vance Aydlett, Vice-Chairman
         Owen Etheridge    Gene Gregory
         Barry Nelms      John Rorer
         Janet Taylor

 Contact the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners at 232-2075.
 Find meeting schedules and agendas at www.CurrituckGovernment.com.

Public Information Resources
 •  Currituck County Government Website, www.CurrituckGovernment.com
 •  “eGoose” bi-monthly free email newsletter - Register on county website
 •  Mediacom Ch. 18, Charter Ch. 19
 •  “Public Matters” radio talk show, Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on WCDG 92.1
 •  Public Information Officer:  252-232-0719
 •  County Manager’s office:  252-232-2075
Focus on Currituck is designed and produced by the Public Information Officer. For 
comments, questions or additional copies call 232-0719.


